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PHILIPPIANS, Chap. iv. Verſe 11. 


1 have id in whorfoui tate I am, 
therewnh to be content. 


\ 


Anp what leſſon could the Apoſtle have 

learnt, more likely to ſupport him under all his 
trials? or what more uſeful. one could he have 
taught us, for our comfort in all the ordinary 
tribulations of life? Very conſiderable muſt 


his attainments have been, who could ſay, he 


knew both how to be abaſed, and he knew how to 
abound. Every where, and in all things, he ſays, 
I am inſtructed, both to be full and to be hungry, 
both to abound and to ſuffer need; and then he 
tells us how, and through whom, he had attained 


to this knowledge, and was enabled to excel in 


this virtue: I can do all things, he adds, through 
Chriſt which Rtrengtheneth me. His grace, which 
| conſtanily implore, diſpoſes and enables me 
in every ſituation of lite, to conduct myſelf as 
becometh His diſciple, as well when 7 abound, as 
when 1 am in want of all things. 

A From 


L 


From what St. Paul here declares, we cannot 
but obſerve, that every ſtation hath its trials, its 
difficulties, and its dapgers. And if want of the 
neceſſaries and comforts of life is liable to excite 
in us murmurs againſt Gop ; proſperity and 
abundance are not leſs likely on their part to 
| tempt us to a proud independence upon him; to 
{ay in our hearts, I am rich, and have need of 
nothing; and to aſk, © ho is the Log, that 
I ſhould fear, or worſhip Him ?” Much danger 
is certainly on either ſide; and therefore it is, 


1 * 


that we are required, in the day of proſperity, to 


be afraid—of being lulled into a forgetfulneſs of 
Gop; and, in the day of adver/ity, to conſider — 
from whom, and for what purpoſe, afflictions are 
ſent. To both theſe conditions that paſſage in 
our excellent Lirany hath regard, when it teaches 
us to pray, that in all time of our wealth, as well 
as in all time of our tribulation, God would be 
pleaſed zo deliver us from the dangers and temp- 
cations incident to both; as well from an im- 
moderate love of accumulated wealth on one 
hand, as from reſtleſs diſſatisfaction, and im- 
patient murmurs, on the other, 


Exhortations to contentment, however, it muſt 


be acknowledged, ſeem to imply a ſtate of ſuffer- 


ing, 


4 


1 7 1 
ing, and are chiefly to be directed to ſuch as are 
excluded from the ſunſhine of proſperity; over 


whoſe tabernacle a dark cloud is ſpread ; and 


whom Gop, in the unſearchable decrees of His 
infinite wiſdom, ſees fit to try, as gold, in the 
furnace of adverſity. To theſe it is our duty, and 
it is our pleafure alſo, to endeavour to ſuggeſt the 
arguments, which the Scriptures offer, for their 
conſolation and ſupport. It is our duty, inaſmuch 
as it is one of the greateſt acts of charity to bind 
up the broken-hearted, and to heal the wounds of 
a ſorrowful ſpirit : and it is our pleaſure, becauſe 
it gives us an opportunity of ſhewing the excel- 


lence of our religion, which is always moſt 


friendly to its true profeſſors, when they ſtand 
in greateſt need of her aſſiſtance; adminiſtering 
to their comfort even in the life that now is, as 
well as to their everlaſting happineſs in bat 
which is to come. 


In a world ſo chequered with good and evil 
as, for wiſe and good purpoſes, is that wherein 


we are ordained to live, it is an argument of 


great wiſdom and prudence to be conſtantly pre- 
pared for the worſt that may befall us: let us 
therefore conſider, whence we may derive our beſt 
comfort, under our ſevereſt trials. 


KA | Fiſt, 


1 6 3 
Firſt, then The ſureſt ground of content- 
ment is laid in a firm perſuaſion, that we and 
all our concerns are in the hands of the Su- 
preme and All- wiſe Creator and enn of 
the world. 
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T This is ante of the firſt principles of the Reli- 
gion which we profeſs; and if it were poſſible 
for any man to be blind enough to all that is 
continually paſſing around him, not to ſee and 
acknowledge this truth, to ſuch an one we do 
not mean to addreſs ourſelves ; but ſuch an one, 
indeed, we do not expect to meet with in this 
place; if we did, we ſhould * wonder what 
brought him hither. | 


In Gop then, it is admitted, that we live, 
and move, and have our Being ; His never-failing 
Providence ordereth all things in Heaven and on 
Earth. To imagine that the events which betall 
us are under the influence of chance, or accident, 
or unavoidable neceffity, would be not leſs un- 
reaſonable than impious : The Lord is in his 
holy temple; the Lord's throne is in Heaven: 
His eyes bebold, his eye-lids try the children of 
men. Our time is in His hand; the breath of 
our noſtrils is at His diſpoſal: our health, our 


property, 


1 


property, our comforts, our faculties, our abili- 


ties of mind and body, all are His, and at His 
will, to ſuſpend, continue, or remove them, 
according to the dictates of His wiſdom and 
juſtice and mercy : And nothing ſurely can ſo 
effectually reconcile us to every diſpenſation, 
however ſevere for the moment, as the conſide- 
ration from whom that diſpenſation cometh, 
I would not, however, inſinuate, that any argu- 
ments, even thoſe which the beſt religion in the 
world can offer, are capable of blunting, much 
leſs can they extinguiſh, the ſenſations of hu- 
manity and natural affection; Chriſtianity never 
was deſigned to do it: its Divine Author ſhewed 
no ſuch inſenſibility in his all- perfect character; 
At the grave of his friend Lazarus, © Jtsus 
weeT.” But though it does not ſtifle, it cer- 
tainly is meant to regulate our affections ; and 
when, in the moments of ſorrow and diſtreſs, 
our religion bids us raiſe our eyes, our hands, 
and our hearts, to Him that ſitteth in the heavens 
over all, ſhe bids us humbly, and patiently, and 
contentedly, and even thankfully, to ſubmit to 
thoſe events, which are under the direction and 


controul of an all-wiſe and all-righteous Pro- 


vidence. 


43 1 
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I KF 
The beſt means of diſcovering the benefit, 
arifing from this principle of faitii deeply im- 


printed on our minds, will be, to obſerve the 


ſituation of him who, in the midſt of ſufferings 
and adverſity, has uo reſource of comfort from 
religion. Such an one you behold toſſed up and 
down on the waves of this troubleſome world ; 
ſurrounded with thick clouds of ſorrow and 
deſpair; laying all the blame of his diſappointed 
expectations on ſome 1maginary cauſe; either on 
his unlucky ſtars, or the envy of capricious For- 
tune; and finding fault with every thing, except 
What probably was the immediate cauſe of all 
that he endures, his own imprudence, or ſinful- 
neſs, or neglect; entirely overlooking and paſſing 
by the Supreme Director of all events. What 


wonder if we find ſuch an one, full of murmurs 


and complaints, ſinking under the weight of his 
cCalamities, altogether without Weg becauſe 
without God in the world? 


But mark the conduct of the man whoſe faith 
is ſtedfaſt under the preſſure of affliction, becauſe 
his refuge is in Gop. © I know,” faith he, 
« that the Loxp and Governor of the Univerſe 
ce hath the abſolute diſpoſal of me and of all my 
ec affairs: He hath appointed me ray ſtation in 

the 
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the world; to which he hath annexed certain 


duties to be performed ; and my duty is to 


take care, that patience have her perfect work 
in me. It is His will, that others, apparently 


more happy than myſelf, ſnould glide down 


ſmoothly with the current of proſperity; 
ſhould be wafted through the voyage of 
human life. with favourable gales on the un- 
ruffled furface of a tranquil ocean: whilſt 
my lot is to contend with adverſe ſtorms and 
tempeſls; labouring againſt the ſtream and 
againſt the winds; yet, bleſſed be Gop, not 
without the hope of arriving, through his 


mercy, and in his own good time, at the 


haven where I would be; for I am ſupported 
by the promiſe of Him, that hath ſaid to 
thoſe that ſeek His kingdom and the righteouſ- 
neſs thereof in the firſt place, I wiLL NEveR 
LEAVE THEE, NOR FORSAKE THEE, I know, 


that if I love Gop, and hve in his fear, and 


diſcharge my duty to Him, my neighbour, 
and myſelf, as perfectly as the frailty of my 
nature will enable me to do, I know, that all 
things will work together for my good. Hence 
It is, that, although I am 7zroubled on every 
ſide, yet I am not diſtreſſed beyond meaſure; 
though I am perplexed with difficulties, yet 
am I not in deſpair; though I am perſecuted 

A 4 with 


10 1 


« with afflictions, yet am I not forſaken of Gov; 
© and though I am caft down, and my heart is 
te diſquieted within me, yet am I not in danger 


ce of being deſtroyed 3 nor are the fparks of 


« Chriſtian hope extinguiſhed in my ſoul. I 
« bear in my mind the ſufferings of my Redeemer 
© for my ſake; and my conformity to him, as 
c well in patience as in ſufferings, is my en- 
te deavour, and I truſt will ever be wy ſtudy 
et and my delight.“ 


A ſecond ground of contentment is, the con- 
fideration, that afflictions are not neceſſarily the 
tokens of Gop's anger, but are frequently the 
proof and teſtimony of his love. | 


We have not forgotten the exhortation which 
ſpeaketh unto us as unto children, My ſon, deſpiſe 
not thou the chaſtening of the Lok p, neither be 
weary of bis correction; for whom the Lord 
loveth be correcteth, even as a father the ſon in 
whom he delighteth. Behold, ſaith Eliphaz, in 
the Book of Job, happy is the man whom Con 
correctetb; therefore deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening 
of the Almighty ; for He maketh ſore, and bindeth 
up; He woundeth, and his hands niake wholt : 
He fhall deliver thee in fix troubles, yea, in ſe ven 
tbere ſball no evil touch thee. 


4 


The 


t } 


The well- informed Chriſtian, who views the 
viſitations of God in this their true light, can never 
be ſo overwhelmed with grief, as to incur the 
guilt of murmuring through impatience; much 
leſs will he be tempted to any anlawful methods 
of extricating himſelf out of the difficulties in 
which he feels himſelf involved. He will take 
in good part the chaſtiſement of his heavenly 
Father ; knowing that, if he endureth chaſtening 
with humble reſignation to the hand and to the 
will of Gop, it will tend to the increaſe of glory 
and endleſs happineſs hereafter, In the language 
of our Liturgy, It will turn to his profit, and belp 


bim forward in the right my that and unto 
everlaſting life. 


Under ſuch ſentiments as theſe, we ſhall find 
our fellow-chriſtian, on whom the affliting 
hand of Gop (to anſwer ſome good purpoſe of 
his Providence) is laid, bowing ſubmiſſively to 
thoſe diſpenſations which he knows are intended 
for his benefit: He takes up the Apoſtle's argu- 
ment, and applies it to his own caſe : We have 
bad fathers of our fleſh, who correfted us, and 
we gave them reverence : ſhall we not much rather 
be in ſubjectiun to the Father of Spirits, and tive ? 
For they verily, for a few days, chaſtened us after 


1 J 


their own 8 ; but He, fur our IPA that 
wwe might be n 2 Bis * 


Our 1 mproyement in Chriſtian virtue, is the 
great end and purpoſe of the ſeemingly, and even 
the really, grievous ſtrokes which are inflicted 
upon us. It is either for the trial of our patience, 

and that our faith may be found in the day of the 
Lord, laudable, glorious, and honourable ; or it 
is de{igned to correct and amend in us whatſoever 
is offenlive unto Gop. The intention therefore 
of Divine Providence is then only anſwered, 
when it leads us to repentance and amendment 
of life, and to an increaſe of confidence in Gop's 
mercy through JESsus ChRISTNH; not without 
thankfulneſs for that fatherly viſitation, which 
is deſigned to be productive in us of greater 
virtue, and a brighter crown. 


I am the more deſirous that the lower orders 
of the people in particular ſhould view the af- 
flictions of the preſent world, as coming from 
the hand of Gop, and as intended to produce 
ſome real, laſting, and eternal benefit; becauſe 
I know that no conſideration can fo well enable 
them to bear up under the difficulties which 
ſurround them at the preſent moment. The 
advanced price of the neceſſaries of life, in the 

opinion 
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opinion of. ill-judging and miſguided -perſons, 
is ſometimes made the ground of outrage, vio- 
lence, and plunder, and even of a wanton con- 


ſumption of thoſe very articles, of the ſcarcity 


of which they complain. This is a miſerable 
way ol ſetting about a remedy of the evil, and 
would be a moſt ungrateful return for the long 
and continued exertions of ſuch as are in affluence, 
for the benefit of the poor and needy. Such 
raſh endeavours are in themſelves ineffectual, 
whilſt they are fatal to thoſe that are thus re- 
gardleſs of the laws, and diſturbers of the public 
peace. If ſelfiſhneſs and avarice have produced 
opyreſſion, the laws are open for the puniſhment 
of the oppreſſor; and to them let him be pa- 
tiently conſigned: whilſt they that ſigh under 
the afflictive hand of Gop will be 5 better 
employed in labouring with increaſed induſtry, 
and ſpending with the utmoſt frugality the 
fender produce of their labour, and eſpecially 
in adding to their ſtrenuous exertions their 
prayers to God, that of His goodneſs He would 


be pleaſed mercifully to turn their preſent Cs. 


into plenty and cheapneſs. 


Why then, we may aſk, why are not our 
churches crowded with ſuppliant poor, imploring 
the merciful interpoſition of Divine Providence 


[5 in 


[ 14 J 


in their behalf? Alas 1 I fear, too few of them 
are accuſtomed to look up, in the hour of their 
diftreſs, to that Being who is our hope and 
ſtrength, an ever-preſent help in trouble. | 


" Gop hath deſtined no man to abſolute penury 
and want, eſpecially in a country like ours, wherein 
millions are annually collected and diſpenſed for 
the maintenance of the poor; to which they 
principally, if not they only, are entitled, whoſe 
hands have been employed with diligence, and 
whoſe life hath been conducted with ſobriety, 
and who, in the uſe of honeſt and lawful means, 

have repoſed their confidence in Gop. 


The third and laſt ground of contentment, is 
2 review of the character and ſituation and cir- 
cumſtances of Hi who could have commanded 
all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of 
them ; and was yet contented with a low eltate, 
and the inconveniences of an ill-accommodated 
life. I do not mean to infer, that the Divine 
Author of our religion hath hereby enjoined us 
to embrace, and to prefer a life of voluntary 
wretchedneſs and poverty, as the only or even 
the beſt means of ſalvation. It is true, that, at 
the firſt eſtabliſhment of his religion in the worlds 


and for a trial of the faith of ſome of its firſt 
Pr ofeſſors, 
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profeſſors, he calls upon them to forſate all, end 
follow bim : but this was an injunction ſuited 
merely ro the exigency of the time, and to the 
urgency of the then preſent occaſion. This ne- 
ceſſity no longer ſubſiſts; yet doth our bleſſed 
Saviour's indifference to earthly enjoyments, and 
his neglect (ſhall I not call it his contempt?) of 
the pomp, and ſplendour, and pageantry of the 
world, ſerve ar leaſt to reconcite ſuch to their 
condition, as are debarred from the enjoyment 
of affluence and proſperity. As for Himſelf, 
we know the hiſtory of his birth, of his firſt re- 
ception among men, of his acceptance of a 
manger for his cradle; and we remember his 
own declaration, that whilft the fow!s of the air 
bave nefts, and the foxes have their places of re- 
ception in the earth, the Son of Man bad not 


. where to lay bis bead. Which of us then hath 


reaſon to complain? Let us look on our de- 
merits and unworthineſs; and then let the pooreſt 
amongſt us recount his bleſſings: and if, after 


all his enquiries, the ſcale of his ſufferings ſhall 


apparently weigh down his comforts, let him 
take into his account that future ſtate of happi- 
neſs and glory which, if it be not his own fault, 
awaits him in a better and eternal world, through 
tne merits of his Saviour : let him remember, 
that the Son of Gop, who was rich in glory, 


became 


—— * — 


„ 
— 


\ | [ 16 J 


became poor for our ſakes, that we, through his 


poverty, might be rich: let him reflect, of what 


rank and conſequence they were, whom he was 


pleaſed to make choice of, as the companions of 
his life, the immediate attendants on his perſon, 


the witneſſes of his miracles, and the publiſhers 
of his Goſpel. Hath not Gop, faith the Apoſtle, 
chboſen the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs 
of the kingdom, which he bath promiſed to them that 
love bim? Hereby, if he hath not recommended | 


a lite of poverty, he certainly hath mitigated its 


ſorrows ; and hath ſhewn us, that if it is not 


the moſt pleaſant, it may eaſily be rendered the 
moſt /afe, conductor to eternal happineſs. The 


lower ranks of life have certainly fewer obſtacles | + 
and impediments in the way of their duty; they 


have fewer temprations to intemperance and 
exceſs, to the cup of intoxication and the lap 
of dalliance : they have little more to purſue 
than the plain courſe of neceſſary labour, of 


- honeſt induſtry, of virtuous ſobriety, of upright- 


neſs in their dealings, of conſtancy in their devo- 


tions, of frugality in their habits of life, and of N 


piety, as well by example as by precept, in their 


families: they have little more to do, than to 5 
inculcate in the minds of their children the fear 


of God, a reſpectful ſubmiſſion to their ſupe- 


5 
1 


riors, an humble obedience to the laws, and a 
F lively 8 
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lively. and ſtedfaſt faith in Jeſus Chriſt, pro- 


ductive of holineſs and virtue in the heart and 
life; and then—if their lot be not caſt. in a 
goodly heritage, the trial can be but ſhort, and 


queſtion before the great tribunal will be, not 


poſſeſſions ; whether we have been humble, cha- 
ritable, and liberal, in an high eftate; patient 
and contented in a low one; and duly careful of 
our everlaſting concerns, in every ſtate ? For 
this awful enquiry ir is certainly our duty and 
our intereſt to be conſtantly prepared; and, in 
the mean time, to ſit as looſe as poſſible to the 
cares, the pleaſures, and gratifications of the 
preſent world: exerciſing ourſelves with dili- 
gence in our reſpective ſtations ; yet ſo uſing the 
world, as not to abuſe it, by ſuffering it to engroſs 
our affections, and withdraw them from the pur- 
ſuit of thoſe glories which ſhall never have an 
end ; to ſeek for ſtrength and ſupport, where 
alone it is to be found, in the ordinances of re- 
lizion 3 to receive with thankfulneſs the bleſſings 
which Divine Providence poureth into our boſom, 
and with humble reſignation to receive the cor- 
rections with which Gop is pleaſed to exerciſe our 


: JJ virtues ; to look ſtedfaſtly on the example of 


Him, 


their hope is full of a bleſſed immortality.” The 


what portion of earthly goods any of us have 
poſſeſſed ; but what uſe we have made of our 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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Him, who was made perfeft through ſufferings ; 
and with confident expectation to wait for that 


hour of final recompence, when all apparent 
inequalities in the diſtribution of earthly bleſ- 
ſings ſhall be finally adjuſted and reconciled; 
when they that have /own in tears, ſhall reap in 
Joy; and their /ight affii tion, which, when com- 
pared with the glory about to be revealed, was 
bur Hort and momentary, ſhall, through the all- 
ſufficient merits of Him in whom they truſted, 
ſecure to them a far more exceeding and eternal 


weight of glory. 


Which may it pleaſe Gop, of his infinite 
mercy, to vouchſafe to us all, through Him 
Who died to purchaſe it for us; even Jzsvs 
| CuxtsT our Loxp—to whom, with the 
FarTHER and the Hol Gos r, be aſcribed, 
as is moſt juſtly due, all honour and glory 
and praiſe, henceforth and for evermore, 
Amen. 


„ ere ene 
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1 : 
POSTSCRIPT. 


| SUSPECT, that the Reader, on having reached 
the concluſion of this Diſcourſe, if not before, 
will be tempted to aſk, «© Why was this Sermon 
added to the numberleſs productions of a ſimilar 
kind, under which the Preſs continually groans ?” 
To this queſtion I will anſwer without re- 
ſerve, That I really know not why ; unleſs he 
will admit for a reaſon, that, of which the writer 
is, of all others, perhaps, the leaſt proper judge in 
his own caſe; viz. that he thought it might ſerve, 
4 the preſent awful moment, to ſmooth” the brow 
of Poverty and Care, by holding forth the beſt 
comforts which the beſt of all religious ſyſtems 
can adminiſter ; and perhaps alſo might reſtrain 


1 T | the hands of ſuch, as may be imprudently driven, 


either by urgent neceſſity, or by the malice of 
evil-minded perſons, to ſeek redreſs, where they 
may be aſſured it never can be found. The beſt 
poſſible remedy of the evil, of which with grief 
we hear them complain, is, firſt, to diſcard from 
their minds every abſurd idea of blame, as im- 
putable to their legiſlators, who can have no 


5 IT. poſſible 


any where, he believes, to be found. 


glory, the relief of thoſe that are needy, and 


2 1 


poſſible 3 ſo near to them, as the welſar are, 
peace and happineſs of every order of the com- 
munity: and, ſecondly, to he more than ordinarily 
induſtrious — more than ordinarily frugal - and 
more than ordinarily inftant in prayer to the 
Father of mercies and the Gon of all comfort: and 
that they may not want a form of words, in which 


the Author has ſubjoined a Prayer for their uſe, 
extracted from; the beſt collection of "OI 


* ous, * 0 Father, > in the time 
of Eliſha the Prophet, didſt ſuddenly in Samaria 
turn great ſcarcity and dearth into plenty and 
cheapneſs ! have mercy upon us; that we.,who 
are now, for our ſins, puniſhed with the like ad- 
verſity, may likewiſe, find a ſeaſonable relief. 
Increaſe the fruits of the earth by thy heavenly. 
benediction; and grant that we, receiving thy 
bountiful liberality, may uſe the ſame to thy 


our own comfort, through Jeſus Chriſt our * 
Amen.” 


£ THE END. 
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